Oregon Farmland Preservation Program

problem:  locally and nationally, urban areas encroaching on farmland.  Areas near cities tend to: 

1) have higher quality lands than other distant areas, and 

2) provide some functions that urban areas don’t (eg. hydro. cycle, open space)
some effects of urb:
1) lower value of land for agriculture

regulations, theft & harassment, ( taxation, pollution, loss of critical mass of agricultural economy
2) increased speculation

3) increased value of land for non-farm purposes

Oregon program as applied to Will. Valley:
-exclusive farm use districts for prime farmlands: petition for additional home construction must prove that the change would improve ag. production
-urban growth boundaries

